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Mr Chairman,

1. I have the honor to speak on behalf of the African Group on agenda item 134,
entitled Proposed Programs Budget for the Biennium 2014-2015.

. At the outset, the African Group would like to thank the Secretary-General for
the presentation of the proposed programs budget. The Group also like to thank
Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chairperson of the ACABQ, for introducing the
related report of the Advisory Committee.

3. The Group aligns itself with the statement delivered by Fiji on behalf of Group
of 77 and China, and we have few additions to make;

Mr. Chairman,

. In general, programme budget and Peacekeeping, and Special Political Missions
Budgets for the Organization, form the highest priorities of the African Group,
and in this regard we place the highest importance to the consideration of the
proposed program budget for the next biennia.

. The Group believes that, the budget proposal is not a simple financial tool to
account for resources of the Organization, but it is also a serious political
element, that reflects the strategic vision of the Secretary-General in delivering
the specific mandates, and priorities of the organization, as decided by Member
States. The budget is above all, an accountability tool and a barometer to test
how effective the organization is delivering in the interest of the populations
living on earth.,

Mr. Chairman,

° The African group more than any other regional group wants to see a
financially strong and an efficient United Nations. In that connection, we
hope very much that the issue of the re-costing would come up to a conclusive
solution during this session, in order to provide the Secretary general with the
necessary legal ground in this regard.

. The African Group would like to request the Secretary General to ensure that
future budget proposals are presented in strict adherence with the established
procedures including the Financial Regulations and Rules as well as agreed
mandates by the General Assembly.

Mr. Chairman,

, The African Group is deeply concerned on the across-the-board resource
reduction which may jeopardize mandate delivery. We are also concerned that
new mandates agreed upon after adoption of the budget outlines, have not been
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fully included in the proposal before the Committee. The Group will also be
interested to learn in details causal relationship between proposed resource
reductions, and the impact on forecast performance measures during our
informal consultations.

Mr. Chairman

. The African group would like to recall that the United Nations should pay a
particular attention to our continent, as the development of Africa has been
rightly acknowledged as one of the eight priorities of the United Nations.

10. Therefore, Mr. Chairman, The Group would pay special attention to the
Economic  and  Social  Affairs,  Development  in  Africa,  in  particular
strengthening the United Nations system support for NEPAD, as well as the
Economic Commission for Africa. We will also study carefully the program on
least developing countries, environment and human settlement, as they are
connected to Africa development agenda.

11. The Group will also follow how the new entity- UN Women has advanced its
service delivery in Africa, including the countries in, and emerging from
conflicts.

Mr. Chairman,

12. As composed of countries with multiple challenges, the African Group will also
examine how the budget proposal respond to these challenges, and particularly
those related ;

> to humanitarian assistance, including refugees and Internal Displaced
Persons,

>  to problems related to disarmament,

> to drug control,

>  to crime

> and to terrorism prevention in the region.

13. The African Group will also be interested to learn how the implementation of
the important mandate such as financing of Program of Assistance in the
Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law,
has be factored in the current proposal.

14. The Group will also carefully examine the proposal for abolishment of many
posts at junior level. The Group will further examine the duplications and any
rationale for creation of new structures at the senior level.



Mr. Chairman

15. In conclusion, the African group would like to indicate that The root causes of
many crises we are facing today on the planet, stem from our collective failure
to live up to the expectations of our peoples, especially the youth in the area of
development. Our Group believes that the budget proposal could have provided
further adequate resources for development activities in order to enable our
Organization to appropriately respond to challenges ahead, including those
related to the implementation of the MDGs."

16. Finally, the African Group would like to reiterate its commitment to engage
constructively on all the issues before us during this session and find the best
outcomes for all of us.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.




